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Alabama Literacy Act

Alabama Literacy Act was first signed into law in 2019.

» The law states that “Commencing with the 2021-2022 school year, third grade students shall demonstrate sufficient reading skills for
promotion to fourth grade.”

» Currently, the method of assessment used to determine grade level proficiency is the Alabama Comprehensive Assessment
Program (ACAP)

Purpose of the Literacy Act.

» “toimplement steps to improve the reading proficiency of public school kindergarten to third grade students and ensure that
those students are able to read at or above grade level by the end of the third grade.”

Colbert County Schools Position on the Act

» Colbert County Schools fully supports the intention and spirit of the law wherein all students not just 3@ grade, but all grades are
proficient in the core subject area of reading. CCS does not question the validity of the ACAP, but asks that the retention portion
of the law be waived for one more year. The Alabama State Board of Education just passed the cut score of 452 in the November
2021 meeting. Not all teachers have been trained in the Science of Reading and we are still experiencing the tail end effects of
the COVID pandemic.

Governor lvey statement
» Governor lvey asked that the retention portion of the act be delayed for one year, but this will require legislative action.

Students are scored using the ACAP Summative or Alternate Assessment
» ELA in grades 2-8
» Mathin grades 2-8

» Sciencein grades 4, 6, and 8
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ACAP Performance Level

Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs)

Performance
Level

Level 1 The student has a minimal understanding of grade-level standards and is likely to need
additional support at this level of learning as described in the Alabama Course of Study
Standards.

The student has a partial understanding of grade-level standards and is likely to need
some additional support at this level of learning as described in the Alabama Course of
Study Standards.

The student has a strong understanding of grade-level standards and demonstrates the
knowledge and skills at this level of learning as described in the Alabama Course of Study
Standards.

The student has an advanced understanding of grade-level standards and exceedingly
demonstrates the knowledge and skills at this lewvel of learning as described in the
Alabama Course of Study S5tandards.

Note: The performance level descriptors describe what a typical student scoring at each performance level can do.
A student who scores at a level would be expected to also be able to demonstrate the skills described in previous

levels. A student would not necessarily demonstrate all the skills listed at a particular performance level on a
particular test in order to score at that level.

Description




Progress Level by Reporting
Category

Progress Level by Reporting Category

Progress
Description
Indicator P

Prepared * * * Clearly progressing toward mastery of the standards

Progress Level

On Track _* * Progressing toward mastery of the standards but may need
instructional support

Support Needed * Instructional support needed to build mastery of the standards




Performance Levels and Scale
Score Ranges ELA

English Language Arts Performance Levels and Scale Score Ranges

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4
ngh ngh High ngh

Grade




Performance Levels and Scale
Score Ranges Math

Math Performance Levels and Scale Score Ranges

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4
Low High High Low High Low High
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Current 3@ and 4™ Grade Students

» Currently only 12 4" grade students | | Above Cut | Below Cut
were in Level 1 in ELA in the entire Class Score Score
district.

Current 3@
Grade

» 29 students fell below the cut score Current 41
in 31 grade on last years ACAP Grade
Reading with Possibility of Retention

» Cut score for reading proficiency
was set at 452 for 3" grade students

Proficiency

» Cut score for reading proficiency Percentage
was set at 448 for 2nd grade students

» 59 students fell below the cut score
in 279 grade on last years ACAP
Reading



Grade Level Ready Performance Outcomes B od co
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» Students who do not
score above the 452 cut
score on the ACAP

Third graders are promoted to fourth
grade if they meet one of the following:

Good Cause Exemptions

Students who did not meet
one of the promotion
requirements and will be
retained in third grade

Score above the
lowest achievement
level for the ACAP In
the Spring

Earn an acceptable
score for the ACAP
Supplemental

Demonstrate mastery
on 3rd Grade Minimum
Essential Reading
Standards in the
Student Reading
Portfolio

Meet One of the Good
Cause Exemptions

Students with disabilities whose Individual Education
Plan indicates that participation in the statewide
assessment program is not appropriate, consistent
with state law.

Students identified as English language leamers who
have had less than two years of instruction in English
as a second language.

Students with disabilities who participate in the
statewide English language arts reading assessment
and who have an Individual Education Plan or a
Section504 plan that reflects that the student has
received intensive reading intervention for more than
two years and who still demonstrates a deficiency in
reading and was previously retained in kindergarten,
first grade, second grade, or third grade.

Students who have received intensive reading
intervention for two or more years and who still
demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were
previously retained in kindergarten, first grade,
second grade, or third grade for a total of two years.

ALA Page 22

Reading must do the
following in order to gain
promotion to the 4

grade.




Colbert County School’s Plan

Step
]

Formative
Assessment Program
using STAR
Renaissance

Increased Tier 2
Infervention in the
Classroom with
research based
instruction (ex.
Reading Horizons)

Increased Tier 3
Intfervention for
those students in
Need- Intervention
Teacher at every
campus

Comprehensive
focus on Science of
Reading PD through
LETRS Training

Step
2

Offer After School
Tutoring

Several programs
such as iXL for extra
practice with use of
1:1 technology
across the district.

Strategic scheduling
of reading times for
maximum
instructional benefits

Step
3

Increased focus on
PST/RTI. Need more
parental
involvement in
these meetings.

Student Reading
Improvement Plan
(SRIP) for those
students in need

Portfolio
Development for
students in need

Summer Literacy
Camp




How Can
You Help®@

All students need to attend school every day.

Students are considered Chronically Absent
if they miss more than 10% of the school year
or 18 days of school.

Have your child read everyday.

Have open communication with your teacher in
regards to your child’s reading data scores.

Talk to your child about reading and
demonstrate the importance of reading by
reading yourself.

Visit libraries and have your child self-select
various books even if they are above or below
their reading level.

If the text is above the reading level, read to
your child.

A look at what happens when only 10 minutes
a day is added to a student’s reading

=t

CHART !

Baseline words
read per year:
4,358,000

Plus 10 minutes per
day = 5,028,462 words
per year

Percent increase in word
exposure: 15%




Questions?

» Contact your child’s teacher.
» CES Reading Specialist-
Mrs. Christy Wilcoxson cwilcoxson@colbert.k12.al.us.edu

» Miss Fuqua- Principal
tfugua@colbert.k12.al.us
256-359-6422
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